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Overview
Robert Stetson combines legal acuity and intelligence with hard work, preparation, and
dedication to individual client objectives to deliver cutting-edge advocacy inside and outside of
the courtroom. A quintessential first chair litigator and trial counsellor, Bob has succeeded
against some of the most formidable opponents in the country in matters that range from
hundreds of thousands to tens of millions of dollar in value.

A graduate of the National Institute of Trial Advocacy, Bob is passionate about trial work and
believes in providing superior legal strategy on attack or defense. He is fearless in his approach
to problem solving and in dealing with even the most difficult people and complex issues. In fact,
if a matter proceeds beyond trial to an appeal, Bob also serves as appellate counsel due to his
dexterity and erudition in this specialized area of practice.

Bob’s clients range from real estate developers, general contractors, and business owners to
residential property owners. Clients consider him the “go-to guy” because he’s “thorough,”
“poised” and “comes up with a clear plan of attack.” A persuasive and successful trial advocate,
Bob captures the respect of judges and juries through compelling written and oral advocacy
grounded in fact. Notably and following a hotly contested motion hearing in a complex
construction dispute before an experienced judge – himself a former commercial litigator – the
judge commented that Bob’s performance was the “best” he’d ever seen, paving the way for a
favorable settlement for his client, a successful developer and contractor.

Bob has delivered favorable results for his clients in all phases of litigation. By talking candidly
about the opportunities and risks of litigation, trial and appeal, clients appreciate Bob’s
confidence in their case and in them. Following a two-week trial, he obtained a favorable verdict
on all significant claims defending a corporate veil-piercing case against a medical provider and
its affiliates – a case featured in the litigation issue of Best Lawyers. He also delivered a multi-
million-dollar jury verdict in a real estate and construction dispute involving breach of warranty,
bad faith, and punitive damage claims. Moreover and following a week-long trial involving real
estate, he defeated a laundry list of claims for fraud, undue influence, and breach of contract
relating to real estate and delivered a verdict which resulted in payment to his clients in excess of
a half-million dollars.

In addition to his litigation prowess, Bob represents clients in the preparation of construction
contracts of all sizes throughout the United States. In fact, one of his clients, the president of a
major commercial construction company, commented that “Knowing Bob is by our side has
allowed us to make decisions and grow as a company and go in directions we might not have if we
didn’t have that support.”

A charismatic speaker and educator, Bob is a sought after speaker on issues of real estate and
construction in Massachusetts and throughout the United States.  He is also the host of Legal
Judg(e)ments, a podcast that tackles litigation and trial strategy by analyzing and talking about
real legal cases.

Memberships  &  Activities

Professional Highlights

“Introducing the Seventh Decennial Revisions to the American Institute of Architects’
Construction Contract Documents” Bernkopf Goodman LLP Seminar

PRACTICE  AREAS

Litigation

Construction Law

Fiduciary Practice Group

Workouts and Restructurings

Credentials

Education

Suffolk University Law School, J.D.,
cum laude, 2007

Trinity College, 2004

Bar  Admission

Massachusetts

New York

Florida

 

Court  Admissions

U.S. District Court for the District of
Massachusetts

Clerkships

Law Clerk to the Justices of the
Massachusetts Superior Court,
2007-2008

https://www.bg-llp.com/2019/09/13/best-lawyers-summer-business-edition-cover-story-a-corporate-veil-remains-unpierced/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/legal-judg-e-ments/id1590396731
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/legal-judg-e-ments/id1590396731


Recognized by Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” every year since 2014

National Institute of Trial Advocacy

Served as assistant editor of the first edition of the Massachusetts Guide to Evidence ⁠— an
invaluable resource to the Massachusetts legal world ⁠relied upon by judges and lawyers alike

Associations
Construction Lawyers Society of America

Community Involvement
Town of Easton Planning and Zoning Board

Recognition

Selected for inclusion in Best Lawyers in America®, 2027

Recognized by Boston magazine in Top Lawyers, 2021-2025

Selected for inclusion in Super Lawyers, 2023-2026

Recognized as a Rising Star by Super Lawyers, 2014-2022

National Institute of Trial Advocacy

Served as assistant editor of the first edition of the Massachusetts Guide to Evidence ⁠— an
invaluable resource to the Massachusetts legal world ⁠relied upon by judges and lawyers alike

News

Bob Stetson Represents Developer in Cambridge Inclusionary Housing Challenge Featured in

Law360

Best Lawyers in America® 2027 Honors Ten Bernkopf Partners

What the SJC’s Prompt Payment decision means for businesses

SJC Affirms Arbitration Award in Cannistraro; Leaves Key Prompt Payment Act Questions for

Future Cases

Allen Hankins and Bob Stetson to Present at 2026 REBA Spring Conference

14 Bernkopf Attorneys Named to 2026 Massachusetts Super Lawyers and Rising Stars Lists

Bob Stetson Quoted in Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly on Real Estate Deposit and Lis

Pendens Decision

Fiduciary Litigation Demystified

From Boston Schools to National Civil Rights: Roberts v. City of Boston

Bob Stetson to Present at MCLE Real Estate Law Conference

Who Controls the Ocean? The Legal Battle Over Offshore Wind

SJC to Weigh on Prompt Payment Act

Can Cities Arrest People for Sleeping Outside?

Bob Stetson’s Massachusetts Exclusive Listing Agreement Dispute Featured in Law360

Testing the Boundaries of Religion in Public Education

Massachusetts SJC Examines Prompt Payment Act in Columbia Construction v. J.C.

Cannistraro: Bernkopf Partner Authors REBA Amicus

Climate Change on Trial

Season 5 Trailer

Eight Bernkopf Partners Honored in 2025 Boston magazine Top Lawyers™

Bernkopf Celebrates 14 Attorneys Named to 2025 Super Lawyers and Rising Stars

Is An Offer to Purchase Really Binding? A Review of Deadlines, Defaults & Material Terms

Bob Stetson Quoted on Forum Selection and Jurisdiction by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly

Standard Forms, Serious Consequences

SJC Clarifies Post-Judgment Interest in Contentious Lease Dispute

The Prompt Pay Act at 15: New Cases Reshaping the Landscape

Client Alert: Bernkopf Secures Decisive Victory in Complex Fiduciary Duty Trial

Client Alert: Bernkopf Wins Significant Testamentary Capacity Case, Protecting Client's

Inheritance

Client Alert: Mass. Appeals Court Ruling on Enforceability of Real Estate OTP

Bernkopf Attorneys Recognized in 2024 Top Lawyers List by Boston Magazine

Season 4 Trailer

Bernkopf Attorneys Selected to 2024 Super Lawyers and Rising Stars Lists
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Massachusetts SJC Issues Prompt Pay Act Decision

Big Brother?

Five Attorneys Recognized in Boston Magazine's Top Lawyers

Bernkopf Attorneys Shine in the 2023-2024 Super Lawyers List

Client Alert: Cummings Properties, LLC v. Hines

Understanding and Negotiating Builders’ Limited Warranties

Stetson Quoted About 93A Violation

Eleven Bernkopf Attorneys Recognized on 2022 Massachusetts Super Lawyers® Lists

Bernkopf’s Bob Stetson Quoted in Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly about Important

Attorneys’ Fees Case

Three Bernkopf Attorneys Recognized as Rising Stars

Four Bernkopf Goodman Attorneys Chosen as Rising Stars

Podcasts

PODCASTS - March 12, 2026 - From Boston Schools to National Civil Rights: Roberts v. City

of Boston

PODCASTS - February 26, 2026 - Who Controls the Ocean? The Legal Battle Over Offshore

Wind

PODCASTS - February 12, 2026 - Can Cities Arrest People for Sleeping Outside?

PODCASTS - January 29, 2026 - Testing the Boundaries of Religion in Public Education

PODCASTS - January 15, 2026 - Climate Change on Trial

PODCASTS - January 7, 2026 - Season 5 Trailer

PODCASTS - March 27, 2025 - Standard Forms, Serious Consequences

PODCASTS - February 28, 2025 - Housing Crisis Meets Home Rule

PODCASTS - February 10, 2025 - Redefining the Rules of Engagement

PODCASTS - January 27, 2025 - Pay or Waive: The Prompt Pay Act

PODCASTS - January 13, 2025 - Tenure on Trial

PODCASTS - December 16, 2024 - Editing the Truth

PODCASTS - December 2, 2024 - Divided Governance

PODCASTS - November 15, 2024 - Dog Days in Court

PODCASTS - November 11, 2024 - Season 4 Trailer

PODCASTS - December 12, 2022 - A Legacy of St. Nick

PODCASTS - February 8, 2023 - A Bridge Over Troubled Water: A Localist View into the

Administrative State

PODCASTS - March 1, 2023 - An Ancient Privilege in a High-Tech Era

PODCASTS - March 15, 2023 - The Cowboy Constables Rein in Acceleration Clauses

PODCASTS - November 27, 2023 - The Limits of Sovereignty

PODCASTS - October 16, 2023 - Life, Liberty, and the Right to Decide: Medical Aid in Dying

PODCASTS - October 30, 2023 - Big Brother?

PODCASTS - November 13, 2023 - When a Regulation Becomes a Taking: A Constitutional

Debate Over Property Rights

PODCASTS - December 18, 2023 - The First Amendment in the Internet Era

PODCASTS - January 22, 2024 - Power Play: Chevron, Agencies, and the Constitution

PODCASTS - February 5, 2024 - Righting a Wrong

PODCASTS - February 26, 2024 - The Golden Rule

PODCASTS - February 1, 2023 - Small Claim or Bet the Company?

PODCASTS - January 17, 2023 - Originalism at Work

PODCASTS - November 28, 2022 - Unintended Consequences

PODCASTS - November 14, 2022 - On Depp and Dignity

PODCASTS - October 31, 2022 - FORE!

PODCASTS - October 17, 2022 - Flags and Our Forefathers

PODCASTS - March 15, 2022 - Ride Sharing Down the Path Paved by Court Reform

PODCASTS - March 1, 2022 - Who Decides?

PODCASTS - February 15, 2022 - From the State of Nature to Municipal Zoning Law

PODCASTS - March 15, 2022 - Justice and Charity

PODCASTS - December 15, 2021 - No Good Deed Goes Unpunished

PODCASTS - January 15, 2022 - Lessons From The Great Molasses Flood Of 1919

PODCASTS - February 1, 2022 - Caveat Emptor Roars Back To Life

PODCASTS - December 1, 2021 - Free Speech Clashes with Child Welfare

PODCASTS - November 15, 2021 - Shock Jock Takes on Local Politician
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PODCASTS - November 1, 2021 - A Cain and Abel Story

PODCASTS - October 15, 2021 - The Pandemic Comes to Court

PODCASTS - October 14, 2021 - New Bernkopf Podcast, Legal Judg(e)ments, Hosted by Bob

Stetson
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