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Overview
Responsible, outgoing, and endlessly upbeat, April (Wilmar) DaSuta is a true “deal junkie” and a
strong advocate for her clients. As a commercial real estate and business transactions attorney
known for closing complex deals, April works hard to ensure her clients achieve their desired
results. April has extensive experience managing the acquisition, disposition, financing, and
leasing of virtually every commercial real estate asset class. She represents both buyers and
sellers, borrowers and lenders in real estate financing, as well as landlords and tenants in
complex leasing transactions. Her work spans hotels, restaurants, retail properties, multifamily
and mixed-use developments (including affordable housing), office and industrial buildings, lab
and life sciences properties, warehouses, and business parks. She advises clients on assembling
raw land for large-scale real estate development projects and also works with individuals and
businesses on sophisticated joint venture transactions in connection with significant
development and investment projects.

Additionally, April’s experience includes syndication and securities work in connection with
private placement offerings for equity raises. She also manages corporate restructuring of
diverse entities for tax and estate planning purposes. April enjoys working on complex
transactions, carefully considering clients’ goals to craft practical, strategic solutions that deliver
advantageous results.

April has been recognized by the legal community for the critical work she does for her clients
and the positive results she attains. Her honors include being selected as a Go To Commercial
Real Estate Lawyer by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly and being recognized by Best Lawyers in
America, Super Lawyers, Boston magazine’s Top Lawyers List, and Top Women of Law. She also
was previously named to the Boston Business Journal’s “40 Under 40” list – an award honoring
rising stars in the local business world who have distinguished themselves in their companies,
communities, and industries before reaching age 40.

Outside of her legal practice, April is committed to giving back to her community, sitting on the
boards of eight different community and nonprofit organizations, including as Chair or President
of several. She also founded a nonprofit dedicated to helping children with disabilities, reflecting
her determination, resilience, and commitment to excellence and service.

Matters  &  Transactions

Lead counsel on Master Plan development project, known as “On the Dot,” which will
transform 21 acres near the Andrew Square MBTA station in South Boston. This project will
encompass 11 buildings, including 6 laboratory and office buildings and nearly 1,500
residential units, amounting to about 3.8 million square feet. The redevelopment will also
involve cleaning the site of extensive industrial pollution. This complex project organized the
land into four distinct districts for phased development, a portion of which included a joint
venture while another portion included a significant syndication deal involving an aggregate
$42 Million investment in a portfolio of Boston properties. This feat was achieved alongside
the closing of a $276 Million aggregate loan featuring mortgage and mezzanine debt for pre-
development and carrying costs.

$211.25 Million loan for the financing and expansion of an existing apartment complex located
in Brookline and Boston. The loan allowed the creation of an additional apartment complex to
increase the number of apartments to 676 apartments, and the construction of a new
community center and pool on the property.
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Credentials

Education

Boston College Law School, J.D., 2001

Boston College, B.A., summa cum laude,
1997 - 3-year accelerated program

Bar  Admission

Massachusetts, 2002

Court  Admissions

U.S. District Court for the District of
Massachusetts

U.S. Court of Appeals for the First
Circuit



Represented a large automotive group in significant refinancing transactions involving
multiple properties, including the simultaneous refinancing of loans totaling approximately
$120 million.

Managed the acquisition of a $92 million hotel portfolio comprising six hotels across three
states, which involved, among other items, resolving title and boundary issues and liquor
license transfers.

Represented the landlord and developer in the assemblage of multiple parcels of land and the
lease of the assembled parcels to a national crane company for its new headquarters. Rent
under the Lease totaled more than $67 Million. Negotiated all terms of the lease, including
landlord’s construction of a new 65,000 square foot building as part of the headquarters
relocation.

Closed multiple sale/leaseback transactions in various states across the US for a national
technology company totaling nearly $400 Million.

Joint venture transaction for the development of eight proposed new building projects within
a 4.9-acre area in South Boston, known as “Washington Village.” The development consisted
of approximately 99,000 square feet of retail space, about 656 residential dwelling units, and
around 648 parking spaces, with new streets, pedestrian paths, plazas, and landscaped open
spaces.

Purchase of multiple loans with Notes totaling approximately $100 Million with funds from
private placement offerings.

Complex $52.75 Million acquisition of a hotel that was subject to an extensive ground lease
and involved the ownership of air and subsurface rights in connection with a Section 1031
exchange transaction, together with related $32 Million acquisition loan.

Acquisition of a 50% membership interest and new joint venture transaction in connection
with the ownership of a hotel condominium unit in a large condominium.

Section 1031 Exchange transaction involving the sale of two Hotels and the $55 Million
acquisition of a senior residential housing apartment community complex containing 176
units, together with related $36 Million acquisition loan transaction.

Represented a client in the acquisition and financing of various properties, which were
assembled into a larger developable parcel, and in the subsequent sale of the various
assembled parcels for an aggregate of approximately $70 Million to a private transportation
company.

Memberships  &  Activities

Legal Memberships

Boston Area Real Estate Investors Association

ProVisors

New England Land Title Association (NELTA)

Professional & Civic Activities

Dedham Town Meeting Member, Precinct 7 Chair, Chair of all Chairs

Board Member and Chair of Development Committee, The Price Center

Board Member, Team Christine, Inc.

Host Committee Member, OneFamily, Inc.

President, Dedham Special Education Parent Advisory Council

President, Dedham Education Foundation

Board Member, Friends of Dedham High School Marauders Hockey

Committee Member, Boston College Law School Law Day

Committee Member, Boston College Undergraduate Reunion

Founded The John Thomas and Special Friends Fund, a non-profit corporation organized to
benefit children with special needs and the institutions and organizations that care for and
support them, and organize and implement all fundraising events.

Participated in numerous fundraising events for Children’s Hospital Boston, Perkins School for
the Blind, the Starlight Children’s Foundation, and other organizations benefiting children
with special needs.

Member, Boston College and Boston College Law School Alumni Association

The Uniform Commercial Code Reporter-Digest, Case law summary publications, 2000-2001



Recognition

Selected for inclusion in Best Lawyers in America®, 2020-2027

Named a “Go To Commercial Real Estate Lawyer” by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly, 2025

Recognized by Boston magazine in Top Lawyers, 2024-2025

Selected for inclusion in Massachusetts Super Lawyers, 2023-2026

Named a Top Women of Law by Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly, 2018

Recognized by the Boston Business Journal as a “40 Under 40” honoree, 2015

Selected for inclusion in the Rising Stars edition of Massachusetts Super Lawyers, 2013-2016

News

Bisnow Boston State of the Market: Capital Markets: Debt, Equity & Investment Strategies

Best Lawyers in America® 2027 Honors Ten Bernkopf Partners

14 Bernkopf Attorneys Named to 2026 Massachusetts Super Lawyers and Rising Stars Lists

April L. (Wilmar) DaSuta Named a 2025 Go To Commercial Real Estate Lawyer by

Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly

Eight Bernkopf Partners Honored in 2025 Boston magazine Top Lawyers™

Bernkopf Celebrates 14 Attorneys Named to 2025 Super Lawyers and Rising Stars

Nine Bernkopf Partners Recognized in The Best Lawyers in America®

Bernkopf Attorneys Recognized in 2024 Top Lawyers List by Boston Magazine

Bernkopf Attorneys Selected to 2024 Super Lawyers and Rising Stars Lists

Bernkopf Attorneys Celebrated in Best Lawyers in America®

Bernkopf Attorneys Shine in the 2023-2024 Super Lawyers List

Bernkopf Attorneys Celebrated in Best Lawyers in America®

Nine Bernkopf Attorneys Selected for Inclusion in 2023 Best Lawyers in America®

Publications

Seven Bernkopf Goodman attorneys recognized by Best Lawyers of America®

Seven Bernkopf Goodman LLP Attorneys Selected for Inclusion in 2020 Best Lawyers in

America®

Eleven Bernkopf Goodman LLP attorneys recognized as 2016 Massachusetts Super Lawyers

and Rising Stars

April Wilmar: Rising Star

Professional Recognition: Super Lawyers

Meet the BBJ's 40 under 40 Class of 2015

April L. Wilmar, Partner at Bernkopf Goodman, Named a 2015 “40 Under 40” Honoree

Big Job; Little Blessings. Attorney April Wilmar is thankful for all she has

Casino night raises money for special needs children

Bernkopf Goodman Announces 6 Lawyers Selected for Inclusion in 2013 Massachusetts Super

Lawyers

Minimizing Trustee Liability Protects Assets and Individuals

A Summary of Section 173 of Chapter 240 of the Acts of 2010; A Miracle May Exist
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